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OBJECTIVES
The adoption of the ECTS implies valuing the whole of the student’s effort,
taking into account their independent learning. The current research has as
objectives:
a) identify the time the student uses in independent learning activities and
to check it corresponds to the 90 hours established in the Teaching guide
for “Musical language” (Esteve et al., 2006) ; b) to find out which
competences, contents and learning activities are more demanding for the
student.; and c) to find out if the students has access through the Virtual
Campus to all the necessary elements to carry out their learning.
DESIGN Quantitative, descriptive and co relational MATERIAL
Quantitative questionnaire designed by subject 
specialist lecturers
PARTICIPANTS
142 Primary Education with Music specialism 1st
and 2nd year students. Control group: 3rd year
students
TOOLS
SPSS.14 and the Virtual Campus (Intranet) 
University of Alicante
DATE AND PLACE OF QUESTIONNAIRE 23rd and 24th May 2007 in the IT room Education Faculty
METHODOLOGY
Previous knowledge Total independent
learning
Previous knowledge Pearson corelation 1 ,428(**)
Sig. (bilateral) ,000
N 142 142
Total independent learning Pearson corelation ,428(**) 1
Sig. (bilateral) ,000
N 142 142
Previous
knowledge
Number of hours invested
Previous knowledge Pearson corelation 1 ,877(**)
Sig. (bilateral) ,000
N 142 142
Number of hours invested Pearson corelation ,877(**) 1
Sig. (bilateral) ,000
N 142 142
Descriptive statistics
N Media Standard
deviation
Stand
ard
errror
Trust rate for average
95%
Rank
Conservatorio 64 66,66 21,769 2,721 61,22 72,09 12 98
Bands-Music schools 49 128,65 13,637 1,948 124,74 132,57 100 160
No previous musical knowledge 29 152,66 11,053 2,052 148,45 156,86 130 179
Total 142 105,61 40,346 3,386 98,92 112,31 12 179
Descriptive statistics
N Media Standard
deviation
Standard
Error
Trust rate for
average 95%
Minimu
m
Maximum
Lím. Inf. Lím Sup. Lím. Inf. Lím. Sup. Lím. Inf. Lím. Sup. Lím. Inf. Lím. Sup.
Conservatorio 64 4,48 ,642 ,080 4,32 4,64 3 5
Bands-Music
schools
49 2,96 ,763 ,109 2,74 3,18 1 4
No previous
musical
knowledge
29 2,21 ,726 ,135 1,93 2,48 1 3
Total 142 3,49 1,171 ,098 3,30 3,69 1 5
Previous
knowledge
Enhances
comepetence in
“Musical
Language”
Enhances
pass rate
Previous knowledge Pearson corelation 1 -,677(**) -,187(*)
Sig. (bilateral) ,000 ,026
N 142 142 142
Enhances competence
in Musical Language
Pearson corelation -,677(**) 1 ,135
Sig. (bilateral) ,000 ,108
N 142 142 142
Enhances pass rate Pearson corelation -,187(*) ,135 1
Sig. (bilateral) ,026 ,108
N 142 142 142
Previous
knowledge
Materials extension
Dictation
Materials extension
Intonation
Previous knowledge Pearson
corelation
,623(**) ,521(**)
Sig. (bil.) ,000 ,000
N 142 142 142
Materials extension
Dictation
Pearson
corelation
,623(**) 1 ,876(**)
Sig. (bil.) ,000 ,000
N 142 142 142
Materials extension
Intonation
Pearson
corelation
,521(**) ,876(**) 1
Sig. (bil.) ,000 ,000
N 142 142 142
CONCLUSIONS
The results of this research have confirmed, from the student’s
perspective, the suitability of the self-learning materials, especially in those
students with a previous learning experience. This perception is not so
positive in students without previous formation and this is also observed in
the completion of materials.
Students with a Conservatorio background can carry out more self-learning
activities within the programmed time than the other two groups. In
addition, the less prepared students show that they need a greater
reinforcement in practical activities such as dictations and intonation.
The data shows how this independent work enhances the acquisition of the
necessary competences for the subject and therefore of its achievement.
All these leads us to admit the validity of a curricular guide and the
development of independent work for students with a good quality previous
knowledge and it restates the importance of the academic variable in the
students performance (Alvaro Page, 1990; Tejedor, 2003, 2007; Esteve,
Molina y Espinosa,2007) and the need to set up entry tests to the primary
Education with Music specialism studies (Cateura,1992; Alonso,2004;
Oriol,2004;Esteve et al., 2008)
This research also shows the difficulties in lecturing arising from a high
ratio student/lecturer and the need of a greater effort from the
administration in resources- lecturers, programmers, IT software and
hardware,… to succeed in the new challenge of the application of the
ESHE (Rué,2004; Freire,2006; Castaño, 2006).
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RESULTS
Table1. Corelation between previous knowledge and completion of all the materials
Tabla2. Relation between previous knowledge and time invested by students in 
completing the materials
Table3. Previous knowledge and suitability of the materials progression
Table 4. Corelation between previous knowledge and enhacement of competences
in “Musical language” and pass
Table 5. Corelation between previous knowledge and extension materials in dictation and intonation
**  The corelations are meaningful at   0,01 level (BILATERAL).
